
 
 

Curriculum	Policy	
Collingwood School 

 

At Collingwood School, we aim to provide a unique and inspiring educa�onal journey for all our                
pupils from their years in EYFS to when they leave us at eleven years old. We believe in nurturing                   
the individual in a safe, inclusive environment that will also challenge them to achieve their best                
and make notable progress. Our curriculum forms the structure for this learning to take place. 
 

1. EDUCATIONAL PROVISION POLICY 
 

● Collingwood School provides full-�me supervised educa�on for pupils of compulsory school 
age (construed in accordance with sec�on 8 of the Educa�on Act 1996) and will give pupils 
experience in linguis�c, mathema�cal, scien�fic, technological, human and social, physical 
and aesthe�c and crea�ve educa�on. 

● The subject ma�er will be appropriate for the ages and ap�tudes of pupils, including those 
pupils with an EHC Plan 

● The school will promote the fundamental Bri�sh values of democracy, the rule of law, 
individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 

● Pupils will acquire speaking, listening, literacy and numeracy skills. 
● Where the principal language of instruc�on is a language other than English, lessons will be 

in wri�en and spoken English, except that this ma�er does not apply in respect of a school 
which provides educa�on for pupils who are all temporarily resident in England and which 
follows the curriculum of another country. 

● The school will  provide for a pupil who has a statement, educa�on which fulfils its 
requirements; 

● The school will provide personal, social and health educa�on which reflects the school’s aims 
and ethos. 

● The school will provide for pupils below compulsory school age, a programme of ac�vi�es 
which is appropriate to their educa�onal needs in rela�on to personal, social, emo�onal and 
physical development and communica�on and language skills. 

● All pupils will have the opportunity to learn and make progress and will make adequate 
prepara�on of pupils for the opportuni�es, responsibili�es and experiences of life in Bri�sh 
society. 
  

1.1 General 
 

Thus, the School undertakes to provide for each child in its care an educa�on which:  
● Sa�sfies legal requirements. 
● Is consistent with maximising the poten�al of the individual child in academic and other areas               

(e.g. music, arts, physical educa�on). 
● Caters adequately for the moral and spiritual needs of the child. 
● Is reviewed regularly and tailored to suit the needs of the individual. 
● Is as broad based as possible given the limita�ons of the individual child.  
● Holds open as many choices as possible for the individual. 
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1.2 Curriculum 

 
At Collingwood School, we aim to: 
● Provide a modern and relevant educa�on recognising individual needs. 
● Equip our pupils with range of life-skills – academic, social, crea�ve and spor�ng. 
● Build confidence and self-esteem and prepare our pupils for the next step in their educa�on. 
● Promote the spiritual development and moral welfare of each individual. 
● Generate an understanding of the need for care and considera�on for others within our 

community and the wider world. 
● Work in partnership with parents and carers to help our children achieve their full poten�al. 
● Enable pupils that a�end our school to reach high standards of a�ainment, while  nurturing 

intellectual curiosity, creativity and independent thinking  
● Set challenging expecta�ons of educa�on standards and achievement, acknowledging and 

challenging discrimina�on in all forms. 
● Acknowledge specific individual needs and meet them as far as possible within available 

resources. 
● Develop a ‘growth mindset’ approach to learning – while encouraging perseverance, empathy 

and listening, collabora�on and ques�oning.  
● Ensure the ethos of the school provides a valuable learning experience for all young people. 
 
1.3 In drawing up our whole school curriculum, we will: 
● Establish an expecta�on 
● Establish standards 
● Test the curriculum against our stated ‘Aims’ as defined on our school website 
 
 
1.4 When planning the curriculum, we will ensure that it: 
● Draws on and recognises the value of linguis�cs, religious, cultural and ethnic diversity, and that 

it presents posi�ve images of diversity to our pupils. 
● Caters for the needs of all pupils including those with special needs, gi�ed and talented pupils. 
● Provides opportuni�es for leadership and challenge. 
● Uses available resources effec�vely to meet the individual needs of all pupils. 
● Provides all children with a breadth and balance to their day, week, term and year. 
● Provides opportuni�es for using IT and online learning pla�orms across the curriculum where 

possible and appropriate. 
 
1.5 In particular, pupils will: 
● Have an educa�on that enables them to develop the knowledge, understanding and skills 

iden�fied in the schemes of work. 
● Be shown respect as learners and individuals. 
● Have planned opportuni�es to develop their literacy and numeracy skills. 
● Experience a framework of personal, social and health educa�on and ci�zenship. 
● Experience social, spiritual, moral and cultural development. 
● Receive accurate and helpful feedback from teachers on how well they are doing at school and 

ways of improving their work and guidance to achieve personal learning targets. 
● Work in a learning environment that is safe, secure and s�mula�ng. 
● Par�cipate in a variety of ac�vi�es that enrich the curriculum, for example local, na�onal and 

overseas visits, performances, sport and extra-curricular ac�vi�es. 
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1.6 In addition, pupils with special educational needs (SEND) will have access to: 
● An assessment of their needs. 
● Differen�a�on within the curriculum to meet their varying needs. 
● Individual Educa�on Plans to support their progress. 
● Support within lessons where required with exis�ng resources. 
 

 All pupils will be supported through : 
● The schemes of work of the School 
● Opportuni�es to develop social, speaking and listening and cri�cal thinking skills 
● Appropriate homework and independent projects 
● Opportuni�es to take part in educa�onal visits 
● Opportunity to take part in performances of drama and music 
● Individual music tui�on where requested 
● Opportuni�es for outdoor and extra-curricular ac�vi�es 
● Opportuni�es for ‘adventurous’ outdoor ac�vi�es such as the school’s regular trips and visits 
● Opportuni�es for compe��ve sport 
 
 

 To establish standards: 
● We set high expecta�ons for pupil a�ainment, behaviour and a�endance. 
● We regularly monitor and compare our school’s na�onal assessments against na�onal and 

local benchmarks. We iden�fy our strengths and weaknesses in order to raise our pupils’ 
a�ainment further. 

● We analyse pupils’ performance and develop strategies to address weaknesses where they 
occur. 

● We maintain systems for monitoring pupils’ progress to enable us to es�mate and predict 
termly and annual progress. With this informa�on, we set targets to challenge and improve 
pupils’ a�ainment. 

 
. 
1.9 The Role of Parents 

 
Collingwood values parents as an important part of the educa�onal process. The school operates an 
open door policy with parents, invi�ng them to discuss any issues or concerns as soon as they arise. 
The Headmaster and staff meet many parents each evening and at the end of the school day as 
children are collected. Through this regular informal contact, we are able gauge parents’ views about 
the school and staff are able to feedback directly to parents regarding any concerns they have about 
children’ progress.  
The school conducts regular parent/teacher consulta�ons so that the school can communicate 
effec�vely with parents about all aspects of school life. This is in addi�on to a regular newsle�er and 
an informa�ve website. 
 
 
2. POLICY ON THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM  
  
2.1 Collingwood School’s policy is that to ignore or seek to evade the Na�onal Curriculum would be                 
foolish and a denial of such that has been beneficial in recent educa�onal development.              
Nevertheless, we cherish our independent status and are able, therefore, to promote curricula and              
teaching methods that we deem to be appropriate for our pupils. Parents value the fact that we are                  
‘different’ from local maintained schools. The na�onal programmes of study for English and             
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Mathema�cs are used as the basis for medium and long term planning and as a forma�ve measure                 
of a�ainment each term. 
 
2.2 Early Years Foundation Stage 
At EYFS Collingwood follows all of the statutory areas of learning. The seven Areas of Learning and                 
development– 3 prime and 4 specific:  
• Communica�on and Language  
• Physical development  
• Personal, social and emo�onal development  
• Literacy  
• Mathema�cs  
• Understanding the world  
• Expressive arts and design  
These areas are distributed appropriately across the week. Pupils are provided with adult led, adult               
framed and child ini�ated ac�vi�es during the week. 
  
2.3   Key Stage 1 :  
In prac�ce we ‘shadow’ the Na�onal Curriculum closely, especially in the ‘core subjects’, while at the                
same �me introducing the children to subjects that are outside its scope. We also begin to introduce                 
some subject specialism into the children’s �metable (Music, Games, Art, Science and French). 
  
2.4   Key Stage 2:  
Whilst seeking to deliver a broad, rich educa�on we have always maintained that the core areas of                 
English and Mathema�cs are the keys to every child’s progress. The Na�onal Curriculum has o�en               
proved far too prescrip�ve in other areas. Consequently, whilst again ‘shadowing’ much of the              
Na�onal Curriculum, we con�nue to decline to use the externally marked formalized SATS tests for               
our pupils, preferring to rely upon our own more regular system of examina�on and tes�ng. In                
addi�on, we use the PIRA and PUMA tests for English Reading and Mathema�cs. 
 
 
Collingwood School implements a written policy on the curriculum, which is supported by long term 
and short term plans.  The school seeks to implement this policy through adherence to the procedures 
set out in the rest of this document.  
This policy applies to all members of Collingwood School, including those in our EYFS setting.  The 
school is fully committed to ensuring that the application of this policy is non-discriminatory in line 
with the UK Equality Act (2010). Further details are available in the School’s Equal Opportunity Policy 
document.  
This policy is available to relevant parties, including parents and prospective parents, in accordance 
with our statement on the provision of information, and should be read in conjunction with our 
Special Educational Needs Policy and Assessment Policy.  
 
Reviewed by LH - September 2018 
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